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IG049: GUIDANCE ON THE REUSE OF MSU OWNED ANIMALS FOR 
TEACHING, TRAINING, AND RESEARCH 

 
Under the Animal Welfare Act, which is regulated by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), an animal use 
protocol is required for animals used in teaching, training, and research. Animal use should be guided by the 
fundamental principles of the 3Rs (replacement, reduction, refinement), and alternatives explored to minimize animal 
use. When reusing MSU-owned animals for teaching, training, or research, it is required to maintain documentation of 
their reuse. This information should be discussed and reviewed periodically by the Attending Veterinarian.  
 

REUSE OF MSU OWNED ANIMALS FOR TEACHING, TRAINING, AND RESEARCH 
Clinical procedures that are performed on an animal for health reasons are not counted as a reuse procedure.  
 
The following should be considered whenever animals are being reused.  
 

• Animals must be in appropriate health for the procedure they will be receiving.  
• Overuse of animals must be avoided.  
• Frequency of animal use should be reviewed by the Principal Investigator requesting use prior to each 

teaching/training event. 
• Documentation of animal reuse should include the following information: animal used, procedure(s) 

performed and date of procedure(s). 
• An adequate rest period is needed between procedures if an animal shows signs of agitation or distress. 
• Routine procedures (e.g., physical examinations) that do not cause pain or distress may be performed 

without specific limits.  
• Animal use protocols involving reuse of animals must include the following: 

o Number of procedures that may be performed on one animal.  
o The length of rest period between procedures. 
o The number of students handling an animal for a teaching protocol must be indicated and 

justified.   
o Scientific justification for reuse. 
o When performing multiple procedures, the number of procedures performed in a single day 

must be limited, clearly defined, and justified.   
o Performing multiple procedures on one animal without a rest period must be avoided.  
o For procedures causing more than momentary pain and/or distress, the use of appropriate 

analgesia, and/or sedation/anesthesia should be included in the animal use protocol. 
 
If there are any questions regarding the intended use of an animal, please contact iacuc@msu.edu for additional 
information. 
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